^6                                   DEATH   AND   TO-MOKUOW
to disaster. I think he could have shed a tear or so for the good
cause. Poor America, Nona walked over lo the schoolmistress and
he gazed sadly after her.
*1 can see," he said, "that Madamay doesn't like me because she
doesn't know us Germans. But she'll like us once she comes to
know us. But why," he added, "does everybody fear us Germans?*
"Does it astonish you?" I asked. "It does. We want to help the
world." "But the world doesn't want help. It only fours you,"
"The world will be for ever grateful to Germany. Do you realize
that we're bringing a new order to the world ?n
His eyes shone, then the questions started again. "Why do yOU
live in Paris? A Hungarian should live in Hungary, a Bulgarian in
Bulgaria." "You aren't in Germany, either,'1 I said. I thought I was
funny. "But I'm fighting for my country. Why are you hero?"
"Because 1 like living in France."
That puzzled him. Germans are a poor people because all they
have goes on the preparation of wars, so when they travel it's either
on business or to spy for the 1'alherland, God curse* it.
"You should be in your own country. If every I Iuni>arian felt as
you feel, who would defend Hungary?" "IVom you?" 1 felt like
asking.
Then we asked him how the war was get lint; on.
He became brisk and business-like. The war was aointj on very
well. To-day they were in Paris, in a week's lime they'd" be in the
Pyrenees. Then rather quickly f asked what would happen to the
English? He said England would be invaded in a short lime.
"They'll fight/ I said.
"We know that. They're Nordic people, too. But they can't
resist us. We'll kill off every one of them, then they can iy> and
thank that criminal Winston Churchill of theirs."
His face contorted with rage as he mentioned that hated name.
Every German I spoke to hated Mr. Churchill with all his might.
I believe that as far as the Germans were concerned the name
Churchill meant as much as fifty well-equipped divisions, They
feared him at least as much, the main reason being that they were
aware that he wouldn't be satisfied with the collapse of the so-called
Nazi regime, and because they knew he'd light to the finish.
The German was partly drunk with the!" beer and wine he was
swallowing in return for his occupation marks, nnd since he was a
bit drunk he became maudlin. He asked me if I knew lingland, and
I said I knew England well. Then he asked, why should two Nordic
races fight each other? Germany was ready to jrive England a just
peace. But first she must get rid of Winston"Churchill. If she